NON"-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
to restore communal harmony.   A group of about fifty people,
credited with the power to control the turbulent elements in
the city, saw Gandhiji on the 4th instant and gave an under-
taking that they would immediately bring the trouble-makers
under check.   They told Gandhiji that they had already traced
andl put under restraint  the ringleaders who had  organized
the rowdyism in his camp on Sunday last, including the person
who had hurled the stick that had narrowly missed hitting
him.   They would all surrender themselves to him and take
whatever punishment might be meted out to them.   Would not
Gandhiji on the strength of that assurance now break his fast,
so that they might be able to go to work unburdened by the
oppression of the fast ? they asked.   If not, what was his condi-
tion  for  breaking  the  fast ?    In  reply   Gandhiji  told  them
that he would break his fast  only when they  could   assure
turn that there would never again be recrudescence of communal
madness in the city even though the whole of West Bengal
and, for that matter, India might go forth into a blaze and the
Muslims themselves would come and tell him that they now
felt safe and secure and, therefore, he need not further prolong
his fast.   He did not expect, he proceeded to explain, to be
able to control all the goondas in the city, though he would love
to, as he had not the requisite degree of purity, detachment and
steadfastness of mind.   But if he could not even make them
purge themselves of the communal virus, he would feel, that
life was not worth living and he would not care to prolong it.
They had referred to the oppression of his fast.   He could not
understand that.   Why should they have a feeling of oppression
if what they had! told him came right from their hearts ?   If a
single step is taken under pressure of the fast, not from convic-
tion, it would cause oppression; but there should be no oppres-
sion if there was complete co-operation between the head and
the heart.   " The function" of my fast is to purify, to release our
energies by overcoming our inertia and' mental sluggishness,
not to paralyse us or to render us inactive."
i( My fast isolates the forces of evil; the moment they are
isolated they die, for evil by itself has no legs to stand upon.   I
you, therefore,"   he  concluded,  "to  work  with  even
vigour under the instigation of my fast, not to feel its